We Are the World: a look at demographics

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS
TIME
(  2-3 Class Periods (45 minutes each class)
MATERIALS
· My World GIS software

· Data installed 

· Windows or Macintosh computers

· Internet access

· Student Instructions and Answer Sheets

· Optional: Color Printer for Final layouts
INTRODUCTION

Preparing the computers: Install My World GIS and then copy the student project and data to a central location available to all students.  Be aware that you’ll need to guide your students to that location when they reach that point in the student instructions. 
This activity is designed to be a look at the world with "different glasses".  Demographics give us a statistical view at what is happening around the world.  This view will make students think about how they fit into this puzzle.  They’ll research the term “demographics.”  We’ve offered a student-friendly resource, factmonster.com; however, you may want your students to utilize your own media center’s resources.  After they complete their research (15-20 minutes), then have the students discuss their answers.  This task will give the students variety and maintain their interest.  (Brainstorm key factors.  Then send the students back to the computer to do the GIS portion of this activity.  

STUDENT ACTIVITY INSTRUCTIONS

The students should be able to follow the set of “Student Directions” and work independently or with a partner.  This depends upon your students and equipment availability.   You may find it helpful to give students a deadline for completing each section or get your initials when they finish it.  Also you’ll find a Math Mystery along the way.  These are math problems that relate to the content.  This lesson has one on ratio and one on calculating an average.  Giving the students an incentive for getting to the math mystery and solving it correctly may help motivate them.  Also, the student answer sheet is constructed so that you may require a page or two at a time for turn in and grading.  If you have students that are talented in GIS, they may work more quickly.  The bonus activity is designed for them.  Encourage them to explore other demographic features of the world. 
ASSESSMENTS

(Student Worksheet

((Solve two real-world problems

EXTENTIONS

(GIS: Students investigate other demographic features in the data and create their own problems to research.
(Language Arts and Social Studies: David Smith has written a book called If the World Were a Village. It’s a great opportunity to explore how world statistics affect our own communities.  Marilyn Weiser, a teacher in North Dakota, presented her use of this book with her upper elementary and middle-school students at the National Council for Geographic Education Conference in 2006.  She offers these resources: http://www.acblack.com/globalvillage/ , UK lessons and activities and the author’s website http://www.mapping.com/ .

